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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McBride et al. (5923752). 

Regarding claim 1, McBride et al. teach a mobile telephone, comprising: a 
core assembly for supporting at least one functional component of the mobile 
telephone (col. 3, lines 7-27, the phone comprises housing that shelters 
functional circuitry); and a shell for substantially enclosing the core assembly, 
wherein the shell is molded as a single piece around the core assembly (col. 3, 
lines 7-27, the phone include a housing to take firm hold of the housing that 
protects the circuitry). 

Regarding claim 2, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein the 
core assembly further comprises a user interface input/output device for 
communication of information with a user of the mobile telephone (col. 2, lines 
61-67; col. 3, lines 1-6, the phone assembly includes entry keys and display for 
entering functions and displaying results on the display). 

Regarding claim 3, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein the 
user interface input/output device comprises a display assembly for displaying 
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information to the user, the display assembly being viewable through the shell 
(col. 2, lines 61-67; col. 3, lines 1-6, the assembly possesses a display). 

Regarding claim 4, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein the 
user interface input/output device comprises a keypad assembly (col. 2, lines 61- 
67; col. 3, lines; Fig. 2, ref. 44, 46, the assembly includes entry keys, 
corresponding to a keyboard). 

Regarding claim 5, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein the 
core assembly further comprises a functional core including a printed circuit 
board assembly supporting the at least one functional component (col. 3, lines 7- 
1 1, the assembly encompasses functional circuitry). 

Regarding claim 6, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, where in 
the at least one functional component comprises at least one of a core 
processor, an antenna, a SIM card reader, memory, and an I/O connector (col. 3, 
lines 3-6, the phone constitutes an antenna). 

Regarding claim 7, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein the 
core assembly further comprises an electrical power source (col. 4, lines 28-31 , 
the assembly comprises a power source from a battery). 

Regarding claim 8, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein the 
electrical power source comprises a battery assembly coupled to the printed 
circuit board assembly (col. 4, lines 28-31, the assembly comprises a power 
source from a battery for providing energy to circuitry components). 

Regarding claim 9, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein the 
shell is formed of a resilient material, and wherein the printed circuit board 
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assembly and battery assembly function as a backbone for the mobile telephone 
for providing rigidity to the shell (col. 3, lines 7-38; col. 4, lines 28-31 , the 
assembly comprises a molded housing with sufficient rigidity). 

Regarding claim 10, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein 
the shell is rigid (col. 3, lines 18-23, the enclosure is made of a rigid material). 

Regarding claim 11, McBride et al. teach the mobile telephone, wherein 
the shell is formed of a resilient material, and wherein the functional core 
assembly forms a backbone for the mobile telephone for providing rigidity to the 
shell (col. 3, lines 18-43, the enclosure is made of flexible material, which 
provides rigidity to the component assemblies). 

Regarding claim 12, McBride et al. teach a method for assembling a 
mobile telephone, comprising: assembling a functional core assembly including 
at least one functional component of the mobile telephone (col. 3, lines 7-17, 
circuitry components included in the rigid assembly); and molding a shelt about 
the functional core assembly, the shell substantially enclosing the functional core 
assembly (col. 3, lines 7-43, an molded assembly is included to shape in the 
phone enclosure into a rigid structure that serves to enclose functional 
components within the phone). 

Regarding claim 13, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
assembling the functional core assembly comprises assembling a functional core 
including a printed circuit board assembly wherein the at least one functional 
component is supported by the printed circuit board assembly (col. 3, lines 7-17; 
col. 4, lines 13-31 , the assembly encloses phone electronic circuitry and 
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components of phone to include battery assembly, earphone connection, and 
antenna assembly). 

Regarding claim 14, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
assembling the functional core assembly further comprises coupling an ancillary 
hardware component to the functional core (col. 3, lines 7-27 and 65-67; col. 4, 
lines 1-31, battery corresponding to power source means and microphone and 
earpiece are mounted on the circuitry enclosed within the phone rigid assembly). 

Regarding claim 15, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
assembling the functional core assembly further comprises coupling a user 
interface input/output device to the functional core (col. 3, lines 65-67; col. 4, 
lines 1-10, the assembly includes key entries and display within its circuitry 
components). 

Regarding claim 16, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
assembling the functional core assembly further comprises coupling a display 
assembly and a keypad assembly to the functional core (col. 3, lines 65-67; col. 
4, lines 1-6; key entries and display means are included in the internal circuitry). 

Regarding claim 17, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
assembling the functional core assembly further comprises coupling a battery 
assembly to the functional core (col. 4, lines 28-36, the assembly comprises a 
battery placement structure within the circuitry of the phone). 

Regarding claim 18, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
molding a shell about the functional core assembly comprises placing the 
functional core assembly in a molding apparatus wherein the shell is molded 
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around the functional core assembly, and removing the mobile telephone from 
the molding apparatus (col. 3, lines 28-35, the enclosure is manufactured from 
injected molding method). 

Regarding claim 19, McBride et al. teach the method, further comprising 
adding indicia to the shell (col. 3, lines 33-38, the enclosure can be suitable for 
identifying marks). 

Regarding claim 20, McBride et al. teach the method, further comprising 
painting the shell after molding (col. 3, lines 39-43, the enclosure is suitable to be 
coated with a variety of desirable colors). 

Regarding claim 21 , McBride et al. teach the method, further comprising 
testing the mobile telephone for proper operation (col. 3, lines 4-65, it is inherent 
as evidenced by the fact that one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized the necessary step of testing a manufactured device). 

Regarding claim 22, McBride et al. teach a method for assembling a 
mobile telephone, comprising: assembling a functional core including a printed 
circuit board supporting at least one functional component of the mobile 
telephone (col. 3, lines 7-17, circuitry components included in the rigid 
assembly); attaching ancillary hardware necessary for operation of the mobile 
telephone to the functional core to form a core assembly (col. 3, lines 7-27 and 
65-67; col. 4, lines 1-31 , battery con^esponding to power source means and 
microphone and earpiece are mounted on the circuitry enclosed within the phone 
rigid assembly); placing the functional core assembly in a molding apparatus (col. 
3, lines 28-35, the enclosure is manufactured from injected molding method); 
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molding a sliell about the functional core assembly, the shell substantially 
enclosing the functional core assembly (col. 3, lines 7-43, an molded assembly is 
included to shape in the phone enclosure into a rigid structure that serves to 
enclose functional components within the phone); and removing the mobile 
telephone from the molding apparatus after molding of the shell (col. 3, lines 28- 
35, the enclosure is manufactured from injected molding method). 

Regarding claim 23, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
attaching ancillary hardware to the functional core comprises coupling a display 
assembly to the functional core (col. 3, lines 65-67; col. 4, lines 1-6; key entries 
and display means are included in the internal circuitry). 

Regarding claim 24, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
attaching ancillary hardware to the functional core comprises coupling a keypad 
assembly to the functional core (col. 3, lines 65-67; col. 4, lines 1-6; key entries 
and display means are included in the internal circuitry). 

Regarding claim 25, McBride et al. teach the method, wherein the step of 
attaching ancillary hardware to the functional core comprises coupling a battery 
assembly to the functional core (col. 4, lines 28-36, the assembly comprises a 
battery placement structure within the circuitry of the phone). 

Regarding claim 26, McBride et al. teach the method, further comprising 
adding indicia to the shell (col. 3, lines 33-38, the enclosure can be suitable for 
identifying marks). 




Application/Control Number: 09/924,070 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2681 

Regarding claim 27, McBride et al. teach the method, further comprising 
painting the shell after molding (col. 3, lines 39-43, the enclosure is suitable to be 
coated with a variety of desirable colors). 

Regarding claim 28, McBride et al. teach 2the method, further comprising 
testing the mobile telephone for proper operation (col. 3, lines 4-65, it is inherent 
as evidenced by the fact that one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized the necessary step of testing a manufactured device for proper 
functioning). 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the art with 
respect to telephone covers, enclosures, and method of molding. 
US pat. No. 20020065054 to Humphreys et al. Electrometric covers for mobile 



Conclusion 



phones 



US pat. No. 6094565 to Alberth et al. 



Closable communication device 



US pat. No. 6501960 to Jensen et al. 



RF test connector locking system 



US pat. No. 5832388 to Williams et al. 



Portable radiotelephone device 



US pat. No. 671 1387 to Lungley 



Shielding for mobile phone case 



device 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Julio R Perez whose telephone number is 
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(703) 305-8637. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 
7:30AM-4 :00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Erika Gary can be reached on (703) 308-0123. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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